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ADVERTISEMENT. 


notice of the public, are purely defignei 
in hope of removing that diſagreeabl 
odium, ſo unjuſtly reflected on the Baptil 
Diffenters, in this part of the Kingdom. 


As it is ſuppoſeable that prejudices a 
ſuch a kind, muſt chiefly reſult from the 
want of a better information, what 1s her 
offered to the notice of the public, on tht 

nature of pure Religion, correſponding 
| with the ſentiments of the Holy Bible, i 
with earneſt prayer for general utilij, 
humbly ſubmitted to the candid Reade! 
and the bleſſing 5 Kod. 1 7 
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THEOLOGY in MINIATURE. 


mes i. 27. Pure e and undefiled "__ 
60D. | 


] Need not go- far to collect 2 in * 
to ſupport and vindicate the verity of the Chriſ- 
tan religion. Profane hiſtory will be but of 
tle avail either to ſanction or recommend it. 
The purity, perfection, and utility of this ſyſtem 
13 not to be fetched from ſage philoſophy, nor 
:cquired by the Religion of Nature. The truly 
Himportant, ſoul-ennobling theme, calculated 
io inſtruct, refine, and conſolate the humble en- 
quirer after truth, is contained in that ſmall vo- 
lume of inſpiration, commonly known by the 
we of the Holy Bible. To this all-ſufficient 
teltimony, whoſoever ſpeaketh not accordingly, 
in the public exhibition of doArines, and prac- 
ical holineſs of living, it is becauſe there is no 


light in them. Every ſubje& ſeminated with 
rue Bible principles, has the religion of Gop 
in miniature: nor need he further proofs of 
the validity of Chriſtianity, than thoſe felicities 
*lich are over the reſult of its principles. My 


legt contains a ſummary of the real ſtate of the 
Ia. viii, 20. | 
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new man, T or a creature formed of God. 
Having therefore; ſuch an accompliſhed mod 
before me, it forbids the vanity of accumulating 
the uſeleſs heap of ſuperfluities, in conſidering 
the numerous ſeRaries, titles, and modes, by 
which Religion is diſtinguiſhed among men.— 
The moſt effectual method, I apprehend, to ne. 
gative ſuperficial. characters, and unimportan: 
forms, whereby (facrilegiouſly) the epithet of 
Religion is appropriated, is immediately to in. 
ſiiſt on the facred furniture with which my tex: 
is freighted. In the proſecution of this ſubjed, 
I will be neceſſary in the firſt place to conſider 
Religion. 2 — 

: RM. As to e nature, and propriety. 

2d. The neceſſity of ſpecial revelation, ſot 
the benefit of human tuition, in matters reſpet: 
tg this fundamental article. 
Id. Amplify on the principles of pure rel 
on in regard of their operation and effects. 
iſt. Of Religion, as to its Author, &c. 
All ends containing each its own diſtintt miles 
or mode of &conomy; boaſts of its relative Av- 
thor; but who can vie with the Chriſtian ch. 
lader, or boaſt of ſuch an Author as that of 
vealet religion. The numeroſity of religions i 
the world is an argument of great degenerac} 
and the reigning perverſity of men of cor 

+ Col, iii, 1 Eph. ii. 10. Iſa. xliii. 21. 


E # L 
-inds, Does there ſuch a thing as religion ex- 
1 Does religion concern more immediately 
ge incorruptible part of man? If fo, who ſo 
proper as HE who firſt gave entity to all things, 
and who made man more immediately for his 
glory, to preſcribe that ſyſtem of religion ſuited 
o his moral capacities, and calculated to eſta- 
liſh that, and which was the original deſign of 
ſuch an inſtitution? Where the being of a Gop 
i admitted, and the benignity of that Being- 
toward the ſons of wretchedneſs is confeſſed, 
herein his care of the foul is ſo ſtrikingly dif- 
lay'd, ſure I am, there muſt be felt the moſt 
ready conceſſion. Does it not appear then, where 
religion is profeſſedly diſtinguiſhed by ſuch a 
ariety of contrary notions, and prattifed by an 
equal variety of oppoſite modes, that either is 
ot the author of religion, or that the holy ferrpe _ 
ures is not a perfect directory, or that the ſcrip- 
res are obloleted, and the inventions of Synods, 
nd impoſition of traditional practices, were pro- 
luced with a far better authority? Shocking 
orruption ! Who can behold the prefent com- 
lexion, of what is called the perfection of beauty, 
d not ſtand aghaſt at her deformed and un- 
vely viſage! The fottiſh and the blind may 
e miſtaken, yea, they ſhall not underſtand}; but 
e wiſe ſhall underſtand, 9 and who ſo. happy 
Dan. xii. 10. 


1 
as thoſe who are led to reflect that the great Au. 
thor of all things, ſtiled the everlaſting God, the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, wi t 
fainteth not nor is weary ; unſearchable in wil. d 
dom, boundleſs in power, and ineffably benig. Will © 
nant to the needy, || is the grand Author of Nn. 
vealed religion, and the ſure foundation of hi; WM '* 
people's hope.“ | 

The very idea of religion ſuppoſes a ſuper; a 
ority in the Author of it, and a certain depen. Will * 
dant relation ſubſiſting between the Author « WM 
religion, and the ſubject of it: Now what man, Wi * 
or number of men, who if they cannot reden Wi © 
a brother, or give to God a ranſom for him « Wl © 


adequate to give, or is authorized to eſtabliſh 2 WM \ 
code of religious laws? If we are inſtructed n 
matters of civil deportment, to ſubmit to vile 0 
and be ready to every good work; on che ſame Wi © 
principle it is evidently, both duty and privileg n 
in a higher reſpect, to call no man father on Wl” 
earth ;\ but to ceaſe from man whoſe breath i th 
in his-noſtrils, as a being of no account, in mii ſe 
ters of ſou] importance. Am J, or is any ma! 0 
10 be judged by man's judgment? Or will the 0 
fates of immortality depend upon bumandecifio! Wi © 
If not, who is man? and whence his authority! Wil 
Let daring worms ſtand by then, and their us K 


II. A. 21. ult. * Jer, xiv. 8. 1 Pſal. xlis. 7 
Matt, xxjil, 9. 1 Iſa. ii. 22. 
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warrantable yokes fail their juriſdiftion, before 
men of enlarged ſouls, who are well aſſured that 
there is a GOD in Urael.Z The world of nature 
demonſtrate one eternal, ſelf-exiſtent, ſelf. ſuffi- 
cient, ſuperintendent, ever- living, immutable, 
and everlaſting GoD! If this ineffable Being 
is the Author of all things, muſt he not be the 
Author of Religion ? For which 1s greater, that 
which is corruptible, or that which is incorrup- 
üble? The world paſſeth away, but he that 
doeth the will of Gop abideth forever. f How 
valt the diſparity expreſſed in this important in- 
terrogation !* If a man gain the whole world, 
and loſe his own ſoul, what is he profited ? 
Were it poſſible for him to make ſuch a bargain, 
what would the account amount to? He would 
loſe all, and gain nothing! And is Gop the 
author of the univerſe, which is ſubjett to pe- 
nlking, and is he not the author of pure, incor- 
ruptible religion? All things are to ſubſerve 
the purpoſes of religion; but religion is not ſub- 
ſervient to any created, periſhing thing. There- 
fore, if there be a GoD, and GoD be the author 
of any thing, he muſt be the author ot religion, 
5 it moſt nearly concerns | him, and is moſt 
worthy of him. 

Being aſſured of this undoubted fact, that the 
Liernal Eloim, who by his almighty fiat gave 
+ ! Kings xvii, 36. +2 John it. 17. Mat. xvi. 26. 
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exiſtence to the univerſe, is the alone authy 
and origin of religion; let us now enquire ft 
- condly, into the nature of this religion. 
Of all writings, that of the Bible only j 
diſtinguiſhed by the epithet holy, as expreſſit 
of its quality; and in my text it is termed pur, 
(This is no mean argument for the author d 
it) had it been the fruits of men's device, i 
had not been holy nor pure; as it has Gog 
for its author, it is impoſſible it ſhould be 
otherwiſe. If he, whoſe name ſtands prefixel 
to the holy ſcriptures, be himſelf a pure au 
holy Being, it is impoſſible, but his religin 
muſt be a moſt pure thing. This bleſſed bool 
of GoD accounts to us, that GoD is a moſt pur 
eflence ; and that ablolute holineſs is entuc 
his oon: before whom the heavens are nt 
clean, and the very angels are chargeable wit 
folly.) Every reverſe of holineſs is ſo much the 
reverſe of his nature, that his eyes cannot beholi 
it.: And ſuch is his abborrence of it, that b 
wrath is awfully declared againſt it. The 
which was given to the firſt of the human ſpecies, 
was a true ſpecimen of religion; and while 
diſcovered the authority of . Jehovah over l 
creatures, it alſo declared his purity and go 
nels; nor leſs is it diſplay'd in its requuemep 
of integrity and fidelity in the ſubjeRs of i. 
F Job iv. 48.=xy, 13. 1 Hab. i. 13. + Nom. L l 
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le ſacred penmen of the holy ſcriptures holds 
p the excellency of revealed religion, and ex- 
A it beyond every thing beſide, for the in- 
uable property of it. Thy word is very pure: 
refore thy ſervant loveth it, ſays David. ||— 
id Paul declares the law is holy; and the com- 
zndment holy, and juſt, and good. As re- 
gion is pure in regard of its Author, and pre- 
cipt, ſo it mult be touching the deſign of it. 
That could be more worthy of God, than chat 
nich was ſo much himſelt: and at the ſame 
me, what greater goodneſs, or more exalted 
lignity could be vouchſafed to the creature 
an? What an aſtoniſhing device, to eftabliſh 
n everlaſting conſanguinity with men! Nor is 
at religion worth a name that fails of ſuch an 
ad; for ſure we are, that if Go p propoſes ſuch 
n end, it is impoſſible for it to fail. He hath 
poken it, and he will bring it to paſs ; he hath 
urpoſed it, he will alſo do it. F The law of the 
rd being an undefiled law, it converteth the 
ul.t* As religion then, is in itſelf a pure un- 
mpounded thing, it can be no more than one. 
is there is but one GoD, who condeſcends to 
reſcribe a pure ſyſtem of truth, to be a light to 
ur feet, and a lamp to our path, all religions 
ede muſt be treated as ſpurious; for God can- 


Nu dix. 140. Rem. vil. 22. + Uſa, M. 2. 
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thor; and far more ſafe it would be to ref 


[ wo ] 
not deny himſelf, which muſt be the caſe, if; 
plurality of religions, different in their maxin: 
and tendencies, originated from the ſame Au. 


that religion, as the very imp of Satan, that de- 
generated from the original ſtandard of Bible 
orthodoxy, than to give it place for a moment. 

But I would remark thirdly, on the propriety 
ol this religion, in reſpef&t of mankind. When 

the great Archite& had completed the wonder 
of creation, He gave man to have the ſole do 
minion of his creatures; a greater act of muni. 
cence than this could not be beſtowed, in re 
gard of kind, But ſoon a more elevated ſtation, 
and grander preferment is appointed him; he i 
placed in his ſeat of Paradiſe, prepared of Goy, 
and ſtored with every deſirable accommodation 
for his happineſs, as a man: but what is mor, 
and without which every other boon would 
prove incompleat to an intelligent ſpirit, and is 
which he is promoted to this ſele&, and highly 
Honoured reſidence, he is taught the religion d 
'Gop. Among all the felicities of this perfel 
ſtate, the reverſe fates of this vaſt favourite, de 
pended on his attention to that heaven-reyeale 
inftruftion, in the different qualities of the tr 
of life, and that of the knowledge of good it 
evil. ) Theſe were doubtleſs ſtriking emblew 


8 Cen. ü, 
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either laſting tranquility, or irreparable. woe. 


-ntegrity and kept his ſeat, or fell by baſe tranſ- 
geſlon, the law of Cop and religion has re- 
ceived no damage: if man is fallen, Gop is not: 
il fin has corrupted the world, the law and re- 


priety of religion in reſpect of man argues his 
ſuperior capacities to any other created being in 
this lower world, of whom Elihu ſpeaks truly. 
He teacheth us more than the beaſts of the earth, 
and maketh us wiſer than the fowls of heaven, 
and there is a ſpirit in man, the inſpiration of 


man is capable of religion, he is capable of thoſe 
ſublime enjoyments which reſult from it, which 
proves him to be a creature diſtinguiſhed of God 
for the nobleſt purpoſes. But on the other hand, 
it man have capacities of knowing and loving 
Gop, and enjoying the bliſs of pure religion; 
he has alſo capacities for ſuffering the propor- 
tional conſequences where pure religion is ab- 
ſent, If this were not the caſe, it would afford 
a kind of conſolation to the irreligious man, that 
tus capacities were deſtroyed, and his end would 
be to periſh with the brute. Such an idea, di- 
reftly tends to fruſtrate Gop's declaration of a 
Judgement to come, and annihilates his juſtice, 
| Job v. 11,—2zxzij, 8 
e which 


But this 18 notorious, that whether man held his 


ljgion is as impeccable as ever. But the pro- 


the Almighty giveth them underſtanding, If 
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UE racer for the bliſs of divine viſion, But the im- 
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which cannot be. Man's capacities do no le 
exiſt as to their being now, than the very da 8 
he was formed; but as to that orderly and pur 
ate in the which he was firſt formed, they may 
he ſaid indeed, not only to be impaired, but to he ix; 
deſtroyed, and which I ſhall prove .fcripturally 
under the ſecond head. Was any to affert th: Fe 
deſtruction of the faculties of the ſoul by fin, 
they muſt conſequently aſſert the deſtruRtion of 
the ſoul itſelf, which would be nothing leſs than 
io confound the whole ſyſtem of religion, aid 
to ſay on the other hand, that the faculties of the 
ſoul as to their quality, was not injured and 
ruined by fin, it is as good as ſaying, GoD is not 
truth; the Bible is no revealed ſyſtem of re. 
gion; Chriſt is no divine perſon, and his at 
tonement an unneceſſary thing. It man in his 
primitive ſtate was only capable of religion, 
| When his capacities failed, religion became ex- 
tin& with his faculties, and could be no longer 
obligatory : which if this were the caſe, what 
an unmeaning thing is religion, and what a poor, 
negletted, unimportant being were man ! But 
religion and pure religion there is; and ſuch as 
is proper to man as an intelligent and immortal 
creature. Religion ſuited to his capacities, and 
calculated to inſtru, refine, and conſolate his 
immortal faculties, and to render him perfetti7 


portant 
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porunt detect of man, touching pure ie 
is too apparent to be denied. If religion be an 
zmiable ching. as it ſurely muſt, it the Author 
de divine, and it tends to ſuch a noble elevation 
of man; man's unlovelineſs and indocility ar- 
y cues him to be unfriendly to himſelf, in his in- 
be digerence to the pureſt and moſt honourable. 
in, N intereſt. To cure the portentous evil, to enter- 
of uin and irradiate the moral powers of man, 
how neceſſary as we propoſed ſecondly to con- 
ider, is the ſpecial revelation, for the benefit of 
man tuition, in matters reſpecting this funda. 
rental article, (pure religion.) The holy ſcrip- 
ures is the fund of inexhauſtible treaſures, and: 
re able to make wiſe unto falvation® every 
liſciple of the lowly Jeſus. This facred ſyſtem, 
plrufts us into the fall, recovery and happy 
abliſhment of man; and exemplifies the myf. 
nous and incomprehenſible love of Goo. 
iſt, The fall of man is a ſcripture deftrine, 
which all diſtinctions among men, whether 
oleſſor or protane, muſt accede. The whole. 
mplexion, of nature bears teſtimony to the. 
th of the ſcripture in this article. Gop. 
ade man, upright; but they have fought out 
iy inventions. f Inventions, awfully deſtruc- 
e to the human race! and as is legibly de- 
ted in this emphatic ſentence before the flood, ; 


2 Tim, ii. 15, + Eccle, vii. 29, 
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which declared, the wickedneſs of man grey 
in the earth, and that every imagination of hi 
heart was only evil continually. _ 

The ſeaſonable exhibition of danger, and ſo. 
lemn caution to award the ſnare, proved an in. 
effectual barrier at the firſt : it prevented no 
the violation of ſo eaſy. a mandate, nor proves 
ſufficient to counteract the bold preſuming pris. 
ciple of unexperienced pride. The introductio 
of fin into the world, was the introduction of 
all miſery. On this atchie vement of the ſalles 
ſpirit, commenced the tyrant's triumphs. The 
ſeat of purity and peace became infeſted au 
diſturbed by legions of unnatural foes. Inna. 
cence and pleaſure now were fled; and dien 
calamity, vexation, and death were unavoidabi 
aſſociates, Man, ſo highly diſtinguiſhed 2 
honoured of his Maker, ſoon throws off alleg 
ance, and joins the rebel hoſt! He ſucceeds 
the impure art, and propagates /in with Iu 
ipecies. Man proves a tranſgreſſor from tit 
womb, nor better could be produced from ti 
vitiated ſpring. The corruption of nature 
epidemic, without a ſingle exception. 
fathers have eaten ſour grapes, and the ch 
dren's teeth are ſet on edge.) The whole je 
is ſick, and the whole heart is faint. From "i 
ſole of the foot, even unto the head, there 


9 Ezek. zviii. 2,—Plal, Iyiii, 3. 


16 ] | 
ſoundneſs in it; but wounds and bruiſes, and 
putrifying ſores. As ſuch, it is lamented & by 
all who feel it. Behold, ſays David, I was 


conceive me. Paul avers that /in dwelt in him, 


was it his daily burden under which he groaned, 
and from which he wiſhed deliverance. And 
is the human conſtitution better or hoher now? 
In no wiſe! nor is it poſſible it ſhould. Can 


his ſpots? if ſo, then may he do good who is 
accuſtomed to do evil. The fall of man declares 


evil; nor 1s it in the power of any man fairly, 
and + with truth to deny it. Nor is it leſs 
proved by that too general prepoſſeſſion in fa. 
your of the good condition of human kind, and 
the ſtrong imagination of right to felicity in 
Gop; rather is it a confirmation of the vanity 
and deceit of the heart, and an{wers to the true 
copy drawn by an inſpired pen.] The God of 


believe not, &c. 
There can be no ſhadow of proſyeRt of at- 
nining true felicity in God, while the mind is 


51. i. 5,6. Pit. li. 5. —1l. 12.-—Rom, vii- 
+ Jer, Xiii, 23. ll 2 Cor, iv. 4. 


ſhapen in iniquity, and in {in did my mother 


and though he nauſeated the evil monſter, yet | 


the Athiopian change his ſkin, or the leopard 


the abſence of all good, and the preſence of all 


this world hath blinded the minds of thoſe that 


elranged from him; and the devil and ſiu has 


3 

the poſſeſſion, rule and direction, of ſoul ani 
body. The devil was the grand defrauder of 
the rights of man from the beginning, and ſo he 
continues. From his long practice in hellih 
policy, he is ſkilled in thoſe arts of deception, 
which proves favourable to his bale projects, for 
the ſubverting of truth, and the enhancing of 
his own kingdem. - He labours by deep laid ma. 
chinations, in the moſt occult and unſuſpefied 
methods, to deceive unweary men: and ſuch is 
the congruity of human nature, that it is eaſier 
won to credit deceit than truth. By the attem. 
pered ſtate of man, Satan is invited to ſway the 
empire of the ſoul; when truth and holineſs are 
reliſted. May I not appeal to the conſcience: 
of men, to bear witneſs to this truth? What 
. ſecret love and delight is there to fin, and ſinſu 
aſſociates? What approbation and heartfelt 
complacency i is found frequently in the praftice 
ol vice; while the worſhip of Go p, the princs 
ples of pure religion, and the company of the 
truly pious, are grievous diſcordant things u 
che foul? That which is enmity within, will di- 
play itſelf without, in ſome form or other: if ne 
in open violence, it will in ſecret diſplacency, 
and a general contempt of the ſubjects and pri 
eiples of religion. Profeſſors of religion at 
very numerous; and what leſs than the death ol 
hp righteous, and the bliſs of hone can he tbe 
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1 
vjeft of their hope? But let it be remembered, 
we profeſs very generally to believe in the com- 
munion of ſaints; and can that be fincerely be- 
leved and wiſhed for in heaven that proves to 
de ſo much deſpiſed on earth? Profeſſors much 
lifer in their complexion now, but there will 
be no difference between the truly religious in 
heaven. As there is but one ſeat of bliſs, ſo 
there will be but one ſociety of holy ſouls, form- 
ing one auguſt aſſembly. : 
Will any man, of reaſon only, upon the 9 
poſition of the holineſs and juſtice of Gop, and 
the pollution and demerit of fin, point out the 
grounds of his hope of endleſs felicity? It is im- 
poſſible to diſcover a baſis ſufficient, ſeparate 
from the holy ſcriptures; nor there, while his 
reaſon is his COD. Sin is the bane of holineſs, 
therefore, that which makes man miſerable can= 
not make him happy. GoD and Satan, holineſs 
and fin, are at as great a variance now as ever: 
nor will the difference ever be reconciled.— 
Cop hath decreed an irreverſible enmity to 
lubiſt between the ſeed of the woman, and the 
ked of the ſerpent. Go has been declaring 
bis anger againſt ſin, and revealing his wrath 
gunſt the ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of 
men, by various calamities and judgements, all 


Which are but the beginning of lorrows to the 
Gen, in. 18. 
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wicked.+ Do not all declare the criminality ol 
man, whoſe ſin provoke his wrath, and loud de. 
mand his vengeance! And though his patience 
long forbears, and his goodneſs mixes mercie; 
with his judgements, yet time will ſtop the ſource 
of the one, and eternity. will give full ſcope to 
the other. The triumphs of the wicked is but 
ſhort, and the joy of the hypocrite is but for a 
moment. What then will enſue this momentary 
reſpite, but the deluge of fire, and the long ſul. 
pended vengeance of an omnipotent God! He 
whoſe word is truth, will not forbear his threats 
ened wrath! Vengeance is mine, He ſays, I will 
| repay it. And the wicked are reſerved to the 
day of judgement to be puniſhed. Thus the 
doctrine of the fall, implies the corruption of 
nature, the ſtate of guilt, and the liability of the 
delinquent to ſuffering conſequences. One thing 
more is obvious from this importam article, viz. 
* human impotence. Sit is that diſeaſe, which 
| bath impoveriſhed the univerſe, and beggarel 
every foul. Nevertheleſs, a fond, though falſe 
conceit, prevails in moſt, that nature will find 
ſome expedient in an hour of extremity: and 
that in the exertion of a ſuppoſed, and an m- 
tried ability, it ſhall be able to ſoften, if 10 
ſubdue an dbſlinate evil. But that this is @ 
1 Pal, vii, 11.—Rom. i. 18.—Matt, Wir. B.- Job xxis 5 
t 2 Pe, ii. 9. Rom, xii, 10. 


; \ 
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[' 40 3 | 
aul deluſion is plain! Man's natural wiſdom 
declared folly, and his ſtrength weakneſs h 
-herefore can be of no avail, | 
There can be no ſufficiency in a poor impo- 
ent finner, either to defend, or extricate him- 
elf againſt devouring wrath ! It ſo, would he 
not prove it in any petty diſaſter ? Would he ſo 
frequently be the tame ſubjett of perſonal or 
relative affliction? Nay, he is as neceſſarily a 
ſuſſerer as he is a ſinner; and the nature of fig, 
and ſuffering are equally unavoidable, If then 
: light affliction, or a common caſualty cannot 
be averted, how will our potency cope with the 
King of Terrors! endure the horrors of the 
judgement-day! and grapple with the vengeance 


; the : 

\ of eternal fire! Nor can human potency the 
te aauſe remove — Man is fallen, degenerate, de- 
king WY £:9y<4-* He cannot riſe, he cannot reſtore; 


and what ſeems ſtill more awful, he has no more 
of will than power! Man has no will to be 
happy! No, not to be divinely bleſt. True 
happineſs is true holineſs, the one infers the 
her; and does man will holineſs ? What, the 
carnal mind which is enmity againſt God ? Im- 
poſſible. Rather he would holineſs did not 
cxiſt! Though vain man would be wiſe, and 


prove free-will in matters of religion, to exiſt 
JI Cor, i. and ji, chap, Rev. vi. 17. Uo. 2s: 
C2 


form a phantom of his own to boaſt, he cannot | 
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in any of all the unregenerate tribes of Adam. 


304. in. 22. 


[ 20 ] 


Man, altogether filthy! Who the reverſe will 
prove! and all men under fin the ſcripture doth 
conclude. 9 Nor will any dare deny this, with. 
out detecting his own blindneſs and hypocriſy.+ 
Thus, poor ſinful, impotent man, is reduced 
and brought down to the laſt degree of baſenel 
and ſervitude; and now, what remains to ac. 
compliſh his woes in the regions of deſpair with 
damned fiends! No more on his fide need be 
done. The momentary ſuſpence, or the reverſe 
of fates, hang on the ſovereign nod! Let him 
but ſay, * Ah, I will'eaſe me of mine adverſary; 


or deliver him from going down to the pit; 


che ſentence returns not void, his doom is fixed 
for death or bliſs! But bliſs, to criminals ſo 


baſe, no juſtice can allow, without a blot on 
Heaven! This had been true, but for the rich 


invention of a Gop! The laſt extremity is 
_ Govp's opportunity! and here, Wiſdom erefts 


Her ſtandard, and in eternal harmony unites the 


diſcordant attributes, and magnifies rich, ſove- 


reign grace, in man's eternal weal. 
Here we are led into a new ſcene, which can. 
not fail of producing accents of joy and glat- 
nefs, that the bones which fin has broken m 
rejoice ; { and this will appear ſecondly in tht 
ſcripture revelation touching man's recovery. 
1 Prov, viii. 13. 1 Pal. I. 8, 
th 


©", (2 

In notifying man's recovery, we ſhall remark 
mn GoD's ceconomy, according to the inſtructi- 
ons of his word. The actual recovery of loſt ' 
foners beſpeak the infinite mercy of GoDp,* and 
wich is glariouſly demonſtrated in the doftrine 
of divine atonement. Is ſin the tranſgreſſion of 
the law of GoD ? Is the will leſs than infinite? 
ſt is objectively ſo, upon which there muſt ne- 
eſſarily follow infinite diſpleaſure ; and this in- 
fnite diſpleaſure muſt fall on the head of the 
telinquent. Nor is it leſs than an infinite evil 
perſonally done againſt ourſelves, for although 
human capacities will not admit of infinite ſuf- 
ſerings reſpecting their quantity, yet they will fo 
n reſpe& of their durability, on the ſuppoſition 
of the ſoul's immortality. On this grant, if any 
Ne delivered from this infinite evil, it is effected 
y an infinite ſatisfaction, provided and accepted 
1 2 compenſation for the demerit by which this 
nfinite evil is juſtly incurred. 

This infinite ſatisfaction is expands in the 
perſon of Go D's eternal Son, wherein the bound- 
&ſs and unfathomable love of Jehovah is ſtri- 
ungly diſplayed! It is no ſuperficial, unim- 
ortant narration, that the holy goſpel ſounds in 
be ears of mortals, concerning his great love lf 
Nor could the greatneſs of the love of Gop ſo 
eclared, by the moſt lofty expreſſions that can 


Tun i. f.—-Eph. iis 4+ 1 John iii, 16.— Rom. viii 32+ 
| be 
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be formed, be proper to any being but Gos. 


then, that the Father well knew the dignity aut 


OE” OI > 


of bliſs? Or wherein do the great love of G0 


one of this fallen ſpecies for their ranſom ? 0 
it not a ranſomer, the ſcriptures are infign- 


_ tirely and forever obſtructed. How ridicu 
is the great love of Gop repreſented by tho 


[ 22 } 


own beloved Son. Nor could the grand defy, 
worthy ol infinite wiſdom and good neſs to inven; 
be accompliſhed, but in ſuch a glorious perſy, 
nage as the Son of Gop. It is humbly preſuns 


reſponſibility of his dear Son, who in the eternd 
council was ſet up the Mediator of his People 
and ſo early promiſed to the firſt tranſgreſbs 
by the phraſe of the ſeed of the woman.! 

A rejection of che deity of the Son of Goz 
muſt be the baſeſt reflection on the council d 
God, that the mutilated reaſon of man is caps 
ble of. How ftrange to account upon ſuch a 
hypotheſis for that endearment and complacenc 
ſubſiſting in eternity between the Father an 
Son.“ What ſatisfaction could poſſibly be de- 
rived from any mere man to the eternal Father 
What virtual performances or meritorious ſu 
ferings, were appeaſing of wrath, or procuriy 


ſhine out to the guilty ſons of men, in givin 
cant, and the proſpetts of immortal bliſs are & 


awho are ftrangers to the grace of Go p, bon 
t cen. dis. Pros. cli. 30, 31. 


len 


1 

-ad of honouring the Son as they honour the 

uber, in denying the one they deny the other 

o: and in ſo doing, teach men to deſpiſe the 

of ſalvation, and make their own damnation 

ie! How unimportant upon ſuch an idea, 

re the promiſes of GoD, when their accom- 

lhments are viewed as terminating in a mere 

ran! or what ſafety in a poor ſinner's hoping 

x the divine clemency! To truſt in an abſo- 

ne GOD, were venturing on conſuming fire: 

5 (ruſt in the Saviour, were to truſt in an arm 

{ fleſh, and to incur the curſe. 5 How emg- 

atical, and miſerably intricate were divine 

ings; and how diſtreſſingly uncertain were 
be ſtate of the pureſt characters among men, if 

hriſt be not the faviour and refuge of poor 

haners ! 

Were it poſhble for me to admit of any 

thought like it, I ſhould be ready to preſume 

n an amendment. Perceiving the caſe of a 

n required and aſked for bread, I ſhould be 
ſhocked with the awful diſappointment, from 

be ſteely heart of a father, which would afford 

nothing better than a ſtone. | Moſt God-dif- 

tonouring doctrine! But the true Chriſtian 
ba not ſo learned Chriſt. He who is the Gift 
of the Father is the fruit and effect of boundleſs, | 


* Joh v. 23.—1 John ü. a3. AF Heb, xii, 29. Jer. xvii, 8. 
A II Luke xi. 1, * 


Sex- 


24 ] 
everlaſting love! The coequal and coeval Sy, 
the ſecond perſon of the ever-adorable Trinity, 
by whom the worlds and all things were created, 
and without whom nothing was made.“ He in 
whom we live, move, and have our being; 
who is over all, Gop bleſſed for ever.+F Hen 
viewed as the true Meſſiah, the anointed Pro. 
phet, Prieſt, and King of his Redeemed ; from 
whence he appears an object to be greatly de. 
fired by all nations. 

But were he not Gop, what great love could 
himſelf evince to us, that ſhould require our 
admiration? Could ever any mere man by his 
great love confer on any an immortal benefit? 
And what monſtrous idolatry muſt his Diſciple 
be guilty of, in their high aſcriptions of love to 
him, if he were not Gop? Unto him tha 
loved us and waſhed us from our fins in his om 
blood; and hath made us Kings and Prieſts u- 
to God and his Father, to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever.] For the r- 
demption of finners he gave himſelf, and which 
boundleſs tavour, is ever viewed by the Churd 
with ſenſible emotions of wonder and delight! 

The Apoſtle muſt intend ſurely, when be 
Helps the recollection of the Church at Corinth} 
10 lead them to an object calculated to afford 
® John i.---Hebs'i.---Pſal. xly. + Adds xvii» 28. 6 Hag. ü.). 
I Rer. i. 5, 6.-Titus ji. 4.---Gal. ii; 20, f 2 Cor, mi. 

: "then 


L. 4 

tem infinite delight. Ye know, he ſays, the 
race of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, though he was 
nch, yet for your ſakes he became poor, that 
ve through his poverty might be made rich. 
When was he rich, if only a poor man? If 
eng; any thing lefs than GoD, what could avail his 
Hen {Wiches for the myriads of ele& veſſels? 

Pro. What an exhibition of the perſonal dignity, 
fron {Wh .:d infinite condeſcenſion of Jeſus, is held forth 
de. eo the church of Philippi!+ He being in the 
om of Go, and thought it not robbery to be 
equal with GoD : but made himſelf of no repu- 
tation, &c, Truly, this is too illuſtrious to need 
comment, and muſt render every baſe muti- 
later of the ſacred text, highly culpable. That 
bare-faced and abominable divinity of Arius, 
propagated by the fraternity of him, who hath 
long fince transformed himſelf into an angel of 
light, and which is far more formidable and de- 
ſiructive than Judaiſm, or Popery, can never 
enough be exploded and hated, The holy wri- 
ungs fail not their ſalutary warnings againſt an- 
chriſt and antiſcriptural divinity, by whom the 
church of GoD have ever more or leſs been in- 
ſeſted.4 There were ſays the Apoſtle Peter, 
falſe prophets among the people, even as there 
(hall be falſe teachers among you: Well, and 
how ſhall we know them? Why, they ſhall 

+ Phil. 1. 5 2 Pets ii, 1, 2,3 John ii, 22. 
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damnable doctrines, or herefies; and what i, 


them. What do the Apoſtle John ſay of then 
He joins them with the ſame fraternity. Wh, 


| ſearchable riches of Chriſt iT How empty tk 
| ſound, to proclaim the unſearchable riches ol: 


" I 0.3 
privily bring in (like their father for Cunning] 


the ſum of thoſe hereſies? Why, ſhocking 
to relate! even denying the Lord that boy 


is a liar (he ſays) but he that denieth that Jeſu 
is the Chriſt? He'is Antichriſt that denieth the 
Father and the Son. Once more, how well 
were the Apoſtles employed in making ſuch: 
mighty ſtir through the world, in crying up a 
propagating the virtues and 1mitable manners d 
a good man! Why had they not each one {« 
himſelf the original of his reſpective commu 
nity ? Would it not have been as well? Ns 
ſo! they deſpiſe the idea! but all with join 
harmony as with one mouth declare, on the ſide 
of an higher object. We preach not ourſelv; 
but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord.“ And that bleſſe 
ambaſſador Paul, magnified his office  : 
preacher of Jeſus, and could never enough extd 
his free-grace-ſalvation. Hear him proclan- 
ing through the Gentile coaſts, unto me whoan 
leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints is this grace given 
that I ſhould preach among the Gentiles the w- 


mere man! but it muſt be privily done, or the 
# 2 Cor. 4. f. + Eph. iii. 8. 


glarinf 


ing 19 ] 

ue ing abſurdity would meet with a public, and 
u, immediate detection. How deſervedly are 
he ficſt propagators of ſuch unimpertant tenets 
Who rnnded for the moſt egregious fools, and the 
l apes of hell, to whom they are beholden 
bel ſuch an accompliſhed mockery! Again, how 
minently do the Arian fraternity refle& on the 


*. Majeſty of heaven, (as well as his low ambaſla- 
ch 2 ; | 

in preaching the anointed Saviour as the 
„et life and glory) when he exhibits and 


ommends his love, and the love of his coequal 


my on, as the moſt unparallelled inſtagce of good 
mm. 
No ill and benevolence to the ſons of vretched- 


eſs, as though all other diſplays of heaven's 
bilanthrophy. were inconſiderable, and below 
name when with this compared, This love 
an edition of all editions, which beggars all 
aguage in the attempt ot an explanation. It 
emphatically ſtiled God's great love, and which 
allows up, and obliterates every other ſhade. 
s rated by a compariſon than which nothing 
an exceed: According to kts mercy he ſaved 
„ Kc. Gop /o loved, ſays the ſcriptures— 
t an angel if he can explain, with what kind 
tlove, to what rate, and to what endleſs end he 
red the Church when he gave himſelf for it, 


burch, not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any | 
ich thing, | . 1 


at he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious y 


[ 28 ] 
Let the empty ſound of human goodneſs, with. 
out the grace of heaven, content the dying 
crowds of Arius: ſure I am, no converts can be 
made without the ſovereign arm of Him why 
all things holds; and with whom nothing is in. 
poſſible. It is worthy of Jehovah's hand toni. 
miſter this grace. Gop commendeth his lore 
towards us, in this beſt reſpect, that whilſt we 
were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us.“ In the 
dignity of the Perſon of the Son of Goy, s 
laid the foundation of divine ſatisfaction, and 
whence all haman hope of happineſs ariſe, |! 
Chriſt were leſs than God, his ſacrifice deſerve 
not a thought, for no ſatisfaftion is made; r. 
ligion's all a farce, and we are all deceived 
But known it is, that the record which Gov 
hath given of his Son is true, affording no le: 
teſtimony than eternal life to all believen. 
Hence the believer, o'er a dying fon of Aris, 
exults in living facts! We have not follow! 
eunningly deviſed fables. This ineffable fe- 
ſon of the Son, according to divine reveliim, 
was ſet up from everlaſting, as the Head 20 
Mediator of his People: T who was revealed * 
| the promiſes to the Patriarchs and Propben 
and repreſented by typical perſons and things 
ohiefly to the choſen of Cop, the Jews, til® 


— — — —_ 


* Rom. v. 8. + 1 John v. 10, I, $ 2 Peter i. . | 
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6 came when he ſhould be manifeſted in the 


fleſh, as Paul actually declares.* In which ex- 
ordinary, aſtoniſhing, and ſupernatural act of 
Gon, the divine prophecies and promiſes had 
their accompliſhments. This was the body pre- 
pared by infinite wiſdom, and the immediate 
work of Omnipotent goodneſs. 4 This body 
animated by a pure ſoul, was proper to the eter- 
nal Son. In him dwelt all the fulneſs of the 
godhead bodily,F who in the fulneſs of time 
was ſent forth, made under the law. The law 
bound him - to obedience, and to which he was 


every way adequate, for the law was within his: 


heart, and his meat and drink it was to perform 
all its requirements.: In all the labours of his 
life, he derived an infinite virtue to the human 
nature, dignified, and exalted it above all eſti- 
mation. The reſtoration. of the ſons of GOD, 
how far beyond the higheſt felicitating honours 
of Adam the firſt! Were ever angels ſo careſs- 
ed! He took not on him the nature of angels, 


but the ſeed of Abraham! ¶ Who ſuſtains ſo near 


a relation to the Son of God! The magnified 
Church of the living God is the body, to whom 
Chriſt, the ever-living and exalted head, is be- 
come all things.$F His life, and all his afts are 
mputative, by virtue whereof, all his members 


Cal. iv. 4. 6 IIa. vii. 14.— Nati. i. 20. + Col. ii. g- 
2 Plal, xl. || Hab, ü. 4. $$ Col. 3. 18. 
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writ in the volume of the eternal book, ſland 


honourably clear.“ Their debt of fin, under 
which they came, through the apoſtacy of the 
firſt Adam, was fully paid by this great Surey, 
when he actually made his ſoul an offering for 
ſin, bare the tranſgreſſion of his people, and on 
the croſs expired ; with this ſoul-tranſporting, 
and immortally-animating ſound, it is finiſhed + 
Now is come ſalvation! for he hath aboliſhed 
death, and brought lite and immortality to life 
through the goſpel. Herein is conſtituted the 
' ſatisfation of Gop,. and the eternal conſolati- 
on of his Iſrael. The Lord is well-pleaſed tor 
his righteouſneſs-ſake, he hath magnified the 
law, and made it honourable. Sin, death, hell, 
and devil are ſubdued; they are brought under 
everlaſting bonds, and Jeſus is the eternal con- 
queror! nor ſhall they ever more renew their 
triumphs over a ſingle -ſoul redeemed. They 
overcame by the blood of the Lamb, and before 
the eternal throne they hymn his conquering 
love.? Thus by ſcripture authority, and by 
the grace of God, we preach a finiſh'd ſalvation 

by Chriſt. Chriſt's living labours, and Chrifts 
dying {trite, according to the ſcriptures, is the 
true ſeints. avail. Nor this alone: Chriſt aroſe 
again, according to the ſcriptures,h and is at the 


* Pſal. cxxxix. 16. + Iſa, Iii. Matt. xxvii. 50. | 
{ Rev. xii, 11. and chap, v. 5 Pal, Ixviii.— 1 Cor, 1. 


1 1 
right hand of Majeſty in the heavens, to poſſeſs 
manſions for his redeemed, according to the 
criptures.* Is this bible declaration of the fall 
of man a credible doctrine? To ſuch, the true 
{criptural account of man's recovery by the 
Cod man Mediator, muſt be truly acceptable. 
I would laſtly note on this head, the happy 
eſtabliſhment of redeemed ſouls, according to 
the ſcripture. Do the ſcriptures direct to ſo in- 
lereſting an object? And can behevers waver 
wh confirming” proofs of divinity before their 
eves? Let us briefly note their contents. And 
here permit me to direct your views toward 
God's ceconomy, for ſalvation ſecurity. No 
leſhly forms, no human projects, that imports 
creature ſufficiency, do the ſacred oraèle pro- 
pound; but ſtrongly atteſts the ſimple, certain 


* mode, firſt planned in the eternal mind, and ra- 
o i ubßed in heaven. The ſoul-confirming object is 
an held forth under the notion of a covenant: A 
b covenant well-ordered in all things, and ſure. ] 
or B+ covenant, deviſed and eſtabliſhed, ere time 
15 began; the fruit of the divine council, conſti- 
: ted by its parties, between whom the certain 
- ſtipulations, reſpecting both conditions, and 


promiſes, were. unalterably fixed. This is that 

5 vord ſaid to be ſettled in heaven for ever.. 

| the John xiv.—AQts ii. 33. || 2 Sam, xxiii, 5. 

5 Pal. exix. 89,—Ifa, ly. 3,-Pſal. Uri. 
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[> 1 
And is ſo frequently mentioned in the volume 
of truth by the everlaſting covenant. To this 
covenant tranſaction there are witneſſes: ang 
ſurely better cannot be obtained. There at 
three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 


the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and theſe three 
are one.“ Amazing grace! neither angels, net 
men are meet, or worthy here: the buſineſs too 


ſublime, ſor creatures of higheſt birth, and im. 
maculate purity. What work with this can vie! 
worthy the triune God—and how far beyond 
diſpute or thought, is glory aſcertained to a 
the deſtined ſons of heaven. Jehovah lives, a 
witneſs to his work; nor leſs his arin ſhall rule, 
his wonders to perform ! Nor does he forget the 
needy, incredulous ſons of men below: heaven 


is furniſhed well with witneſſes ; and earth ns 


leſs ! There are three that bear witneſs in earth, 
the ſpirit, and the water, and the blood; and 
theſe three are one. Theſe duly atteſt the e- 
iſtence of ſuch a covenant, the reality of the rr. 


| wealed ſyſtem, and the love and faithfulneſs o 


the unchangeable God, to every goſpel believes. 

The happineſs herein aſcertained, conſifts in 
free and full forgiveneſs of fins. The deck 
ration of Jehovah to his church under tht 
names of Jacob and Iſrael run thus,f Remembe 
theſe, O Jacob and Iſrael; for thou art my {et 
® x John v. 7, 8. + Iſa. zliv. 21, 22,---Jer, xXxxi. 33, 3+ 
vant; 
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t; I have formed thee, thou art my "EY - 

0 lael thou ſhalt not be forgotten of me: 1 
e blotted out as a thick cloud thy tranſ- 
ellons, and as a cloud thy fins : return unto 

e for I have redeemed thee. : 
2nd, Another certain felicity of the 7 is 
+ declaration of the ſtate of adoption, and the 
en witneſs of the Spirit. Behold, what man- 
r of love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, 
at we ſhonld be called the ſons of Gp. 
ecauſe ye are ſons GoD hath ſent forth the 
irit of his Son into your hearts, crying Abba 


uber- Ve have received the ſpirit of adoption, 


hereby we cry Abba Father. The ſpirit itſelf | 
weth witneſs with our ſpirits that we are the 
lldren of GoD ; and he that believeth i in hath 
e witneſs in himſelf. 

| would add once more, gdly, That juif. 
ton and the final perſeverance. of the ſaints, 
ſe doftrines according to the ſcriptures, and 
re calculated to promote the happy eſtabliſh- 


ent of believers. ? Whom he juſtified, them 


allo glorified. In theſe two words juſtified 
nc glorified, (I humbly conceive) is compriſed 
e whole deſignation of Gop towards his 
hurch, in all poſſible deſcription of ſpace,— 
ie plan of Juſtification was an eternal device, 


* 1 John ii. 1.—. 10.—Cal. iv, 6,---Roun. v. 15, 16. 
+. Rom. viii. 30» 
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| and when ak council was held beleten d 
divine perſons, filed the counfel of Peace her 
was juſtification declared to the great 8 
2 Repreſentative, as properly pertathing wy " 
| leed. The calling mentioned prior to Jl 
cation, in no caſe annuls eternal 4 cation 
foraſmuch as the circumſtances of the redeeme 
require their being called out from nature flat 
in order to the enjoyment of that grace, whid 
was decreed to them from all eternity; and i 
which they cannot otherwiſe be perſonally hat 
PY, - but in the knowledge of ſuch an undeſerve 
favour, conferred as 2 free gift of race. "ron 
the period of juſtification maniſeſted, or 
effefual calling, ſanctification work comment 
and is inferred, though not mentioned, dete 
Juſtification and glorification ; and indicates i 
certainty of the thing. That as juſtification h 
trom Gop's eternity, ſo ſanckification in hol 
neſs being proper to the immaculate bite 
| heaven, and 'a glorified fate, is oy 
How pleaſing | and delightful to the | 
muſt be ſuch ideas. In this interval 
A believer's calling, to his glorification, he 
called to combat with the combined 3 
earth and hell; and be it fo; for what 1s 
Satan, or the Sal to boaſt ? they never mail 
the body myſtic yet. Of all the th . 


& Zech, vi. 13; 
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u one is loſt,* Ik the Judgements c of 
ES earth; yea, if awful deſolations Iwaljow 
wp the wicked, yet is the believer fafe, A thou. 


hy right hand, but it ſhall not come nigh the: 
He ſhall give his angels charge over rage 
in their hands ſhall they bear thee up, Though 
the world be deluged, his ſervants ſhall be ſafe: 
Nor waters drown, nor fire ſhall burn, nor. harm 
he favourites of heaven. P I will be with him 
in trouble ſaith Gop. 5 When thou paſſeſ 
through the waters, I will be with these; 7 and 


not be burnt; neither ſhall che flame kindle upon 


din, and ſhepherd, neither ſhall any pluck them 
out of my hands. Thus we prove the happy 
elabliſhment of redeemed ſouls. And who are 
they? They are alſo diſtinguiſhed by the ſcrip- 
tures of truth, They are called the election of 
grace ++. 'As there were among the Iſraelites 


that ttethrupon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 


Ee, according to the fore-knowledge of God 

* Jokn xvii, 12, + Pfal, xci. t Gen. vii.—Dan, iii. | 

Fla, XIII. I Jchn x. ++ Rem zi. 3. 
Rv. vii. 9, 10.— T Pet. i. 2. 


and ſhall fall at thy ſide, and ten thouſand ; 3 | 


through the rivers they ſhall not overflow thee: : 
when thou walkeſt through the fire thou ſhalt | 


thee, They ſhall never periſh faith their guar- 


— 
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rellels of grace, ſo there are among all people, 
kndreds, nations, and tongues. J) - Theſe ſhall - 
ing with a loud voice, ſalvation to our God 
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the Father, through ſanRification of the Spiri, 
and ſprinkling ot the blood of Jeſus Chriſt... 
How neceſſary proves the revelation of the holy 
ſcriptures, for the benefit of human tuition, in 
matters reſpefting the important article of re. 
gion. But for this bleſſed Sun in the firms. 
ment of the Church; we had been at a loſs tg 
account for the ordinary things of creation, and 
_ Providence; and in matters of worſhip, we hat 
with the Athenians, paid our blind devotion 
to the unknown God.: What a blindneſs and 
condeſcenſion, hath God vouchſafed in fo mer. 
ciful a diſtinction to his Church. He hath be. 
ſtowed on us the lively oracles ; compoſed of hi 
rich goodneſs, wherein is the copy of his eternal 
mind delineated, The utility, and animating 
ſweetneſs found in theſe records, by all that duly 
meditate therein, prove them to be divine, and 
with happy aſſurance they alſo aſſert, All ſcny- 
ture is given by inſpiration of Gop, and-1s pro- 
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correftion, 
for inſtruction in righteouſneſs: that the man of 
| God may be perfect throughly furniſhed uns 
all good works.) Having thus premiſed on the 
two general heads of my ſubje&, I ſhall on the 
third and laſt propoſition treat more briefly. 
Herein I propoſed to amplify on the principle 

of pure religion, in regard of their operation and 
T Aa xvii. 23. 92 Tim, iii, 16. 


, 
1 5 
effefts. This is ſtiled a goſpel land; and the 


pint, 

- pccſent a golden age for Chriſtianity!" but what 
hoh Barbarian would ever ſuppoſe, that a land ſo im- 
Mn, in merſed in fin as this is, had the leaſt” acquaint- 
ff re. WW ance with the firſt rudiments of religion! The 
rms WW beſt of privileges argues not the ſafeſt and hap- 
dls to pieſt circumſtances. The miracles and doctrines 


of our Lord, ſeemed to be chiefly broached- at 
e bal Chorazin, Bethſaida, and Capernaum ; but a. 
tion Wl gainſt whom were-theſe more dreadful woes de- 
{s and WY nounced !/* Religion I fear, is a different thing 


mer. in reality, to that which the general part of this 


th be. land imagines. Pure and undefiled religion 
of his WW before Go b, is internally wrought in the ſoul - 
ternal of man by the ſpirit of the living Gop. Its 
nating WF office work is to open the blinded mind, to en- 
t duly Bi lighten and inform the judgement, h and to diſ. 
cover the real ſtate of the heart before Go. 
This is called the holy anointing—The effect of 
luch an operation is a painful ſenſibility of ſoul; 
for it is now diſpoſed to ſerious reflection, and 
the views of fin in a broken law, occaſions ſor- 
ov of heart and brokenneſs of ſpirit. This 
late is conſonant with the true penitents de- 
cribed by Paul, in the Church at Corinth.+— 
Their ſorrow is ſtiled a godly ſorrow, working 
repentance which needeth not to be repented of. 
The genuineneſs of this repentance is proved by 
"Matt, zi, 21. John xvi. 8. _ t 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
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a departure from ſin, and the forſaking of fin. 
ful, companions. | 
Another work proper to the ſpirit i 1s the lead- 
ing of the ſoul to. Jeſus; believing in his atone. 
ment, and relying on the authority of his word, 
and the all- ſufficiency of his grace; he waits on 
him in his ordinances, and proves the truth of 
his ſalvation. Now it is that GoD command. 
ing the light. to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhineth 
into his heart, giving him the light of the knov. 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt.* The Holy Spirit taketh of the thing 
of Jeſus, and ſheweth them with fulleſt demon. 
ſtration, and beareth them evidently, and per. 
ſuaſively, to the heart or ſpirit of the believer; 
and is called by the great Apoſtle, f the ſealing 
of the holy ſpirit of promiſe. In this work o 
effectual calling, and the reycaling of the Sou 
of Cop in the heart, wherein is made knows 
the rich grace of forgiveneſs, there is the cow 
ſtraining love of Chriſt, on the love of Got 
ſhed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghol 
given. [| As the property of this grace thus ope 
rates in a way of convincing, . drawing, | peru 
ding, and leading into the reſt of Jeſus; fo 
excites holy joy and gratitude ; and nobly di 
poſes, in every poſſible way, to - celebrate ti 


honours of ſo worthy. a Benefaftor. 
® 2 Cor. de. & + Eph. i. 13. 5 Gal, | bs 16, 16+ 
| 2 Cor. v. 14.— Rom. v. 5. — ri. 
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The effefts of this grace are truly apparent in 


the happy ſubjects of it, not only in reſpeRt of 
their deliverance from a profane world and its 
praſtices, but in their holy fear of Cob, evi- 
denced in their walking in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of Gop; added to that 
of a blameleſs behaviour before man. The li- 
berty of the ſons of Cop is truly exemplified in 
ſuch characters by their intercourſe with heaven: 
They draw nigh to GoD in his ordinances ; he 


draws nigh to them in grace, and refreſhes, and 


mightily ſtrengthens their ſouls. The effects of 
this grace are alſo evidenced in the tender ſenſi- 
bilities they feel for the beſt of intereſts, The 


Church of Gop takes ſweet counſel together, 
and are frequently divining hopeful methods at 


laſt, for the enlarging and ſtrengthening of the 
belt of intereſts. They love uon. and pray for 
the return of her captive ſtate. 


The effects of grace are known likewiſe in a 


true ſympathy of ſoul for ſaints and ſinners in 
diſtreſs. The orphan and the widow's caſe is 


truly felt, nor is it a bare and fruitleſs commi- 


ſeration. - The new diſpoſition, and ans, 


temper of the Chriſtian is to do good, and com- 
munjcate, knowipg that with ſuch, ſacrifices the 7 
Lord is well pleaſed. The cottages of the poor, 
and the langulſhing beds of the'aMifted are at- 
tended, where canner wg prayer are admini- , 
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ſtered in the name of the Lord. In a won. 
they are ready to do good unto all men, as much 
as heth in them; though eſpecially: togthe houſe. 
hold of faith! Thus true religion originates in 
| Gop ;-18 revealed externally i in the ſcriptures, 
of truth; ; 1s internally wrought in the ſoul by, 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and is productive ol the. pure 
fruits of righteouſneſs by Jeſus Chriſt, to they 
glory and praiſe of Gop. Amen. A 
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